
JUST IMAGINE
WORKING TOGETHER FOR A BRIGHTER FUTURE FOR DISTRICT 114 STUDENTS

GREAT SCHOOLS MATTER TO OUR  
FAMILIES AND TO OUR COMMUNITY 
District 114 is committed to keeping our  
children at the heart of all of our planning.  
With our “All In” team model approach,  
we will be sharing our vision and mission  
in a four-part newsletter series.

In this edition, learn about:
	Our district vision and new goals

	How we make every dollar count

	Our plans to update our Fine Arts  
 and STEAM (science, technology,  
 engineering, art/architecture, and  
 math) programs

A peek at upcoming editions:
HOW DO WE ENHANCE STUDENT LEARNING?

• Developing the whole student:  
 after-school activities and student  
 volunteering

• Improving our technology

• Repairing and upgrading our facilities 

• Developing SEL (social-emotional  
 learning) 

• Engaging and communicating with  
 our community

• Attracting talented staff who are  
 committed to ongoing professional  
 development 

Prior to joining District 114 as our new superintendent,  

Heather’s experience included administration leadership at  

U.S. Department of Education “Blue Ribbon” award schools  

in District 96 (Buffalo Grove and District 203 (Naperville).  

Heather is also a recipient of the “Those Who Excel Award”  

from the State of Illinois for school administration and has 

co-authored and published a book titled “Yes We Can!”  

focusing on special educators and general education.
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District ready for much needed improvements

Free classes to learn English
Improve your English speaking skills and 
connect with your community better! We will 
teach you to speak English or improve your 
skills. These are free classes offered to all Lake 
County residents offered by Fox Lake School 
District 114.

Don’t miss this great opportunity! Bring your  
Lake County friends! Free childcare available 
for children ages 3-10.

”

“

Join Us— 
Monday & 
Wednesday 
Evenings

Location—  
Stanton School 
101 Hawthorne Ln.  
Fox Lake, IL 60020

Sign Up— 
Carmen Carbajal 
LEAP Program  
(847) 973-0494 

➊ ➋ ➌

Social icon

Square
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.

@FLGSD114

@FOXLAKE114

FOX LAKE SCHOOL DISTRICT 114

#District114Proud
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Welcome to the brand new  
District 114 community 
newsletter! Over the next school 
year, we’ll publish quarterly 
communications to share 
updates about our amazing 
school district. 

I’m so very proud to serve as 
Superintendent of Schools for 
Fox Lake School District 114. 
Now that I’ve been here a year, 
I’m proud to report that we are 
truly imagining huge successes 
in our future. A group of nearly 
40 employees, parents, and 
community members met 
throughout last winter to 
develop our next long range 
plan. This plan lays out our 
key areas for improvement 
as we imagine an even more 
amazing school district for our 
community. We are so proud 
of the final product, as it truly 
values where we have been, 
where we are now, and where 
we are going. 

Our school district strives 
to ensure that all students 
learn at high levels and our 
schools become a hub for our 
community. As a parent of 
three children and taxpayer 
myself, I know that having high 
quality schools makes a huge 
difference for a community. 

As we imagine an even 
brighter future for our learners, 

we have developed a new 
district logo that represents 
our commitment to meeting 
the needs of each and every 
learner, every day showing  
that “all” means all. We are  
one team, all in, working to 
make sure that every child 
learns in our schools.

Our new logo shows the 
connectedness between our 
students, faculty, families,  
and community. It is a way  
of depicting who we are and 
what we stand for as a school 
district community.

With the start of the  
2018-19 school year comes 
lots of opportunities for 
our community to join in 
celebrating all the wonderful 
things we do in District 114. Your 
thoughts and input are always 
welcome, as our students and 
community are at the heart of 
our decisions. We cannot do 
what we do without you! 

Heather Friziellie,  
District 114 Superintendent

THE PEOPLE IN THIS COMMUNITY HAVE 
BEEN SO WELCOMING AND ARE SIMPLY 
AMAZING! OUR TOWN WANTS OUR 
SCHOOLS TO BECOME COMPETITIVE 
WITH OTHER DISTRICTS. GOOD SCHOOLS 
MAKE A STRONG COMMUNITY AND WITH 
THE RIGHT GAME PLAN, WE CAN ACHIEVE 
OUR GOALS AND MAKE STUDENT 
LEARNING A PRIORITY.

                 —HEATHER FRIZIELLIE 

Fox Lake School District 114— 
Excellence in education,  
community, and self for  
success in tomorrow’s  
opportunities.

¿Quiere recibir los boletines futuros en español? 
Haga contacto con: heather.friziellie@foxlake114.org
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Where does the district get 
money to run our schools?
When you think about how we get 
funds for all the things we do, there are 
a limited number of sources that create 
our revenue stream. 

Local dollars make up  
a whopping 79% of  
our District 114’s revenue,  
up 5% from seven years  
ago so we feel a huge  
obligation to clearly 
communicate with  
our taxpayers.

—Heather Friziellie 
  D114 Superintendent
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79% of funding  

comes from our local  
District 114 community

  14.5%  
 of funding  
comes from  
 the State  
  of Illinois

6.5% of funding  
comes from the  
U.S. Government

”
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How do we spend our money?
As a school district, we carefully monitor how every dollar is spent. As you can see, 
the majority of our funds are spent on salaries and benefits for the incredible staff 
who work hard to make sure every student has a great day at school. 

 54% Staff salaries

11% Employee benefits

 8% Professional services

 7% District supplies

 >1% Equipment

 14% Special education tuition

5% Debt

SOURCE: ISBE REPORT CARD 2016-17

MORE BANG FOR YOUR BUCK! 
A key focus area remains being 
fiscally sound in all our decision 
making, getting each and every 
dollar’s worth for all funds we spend. 

Staying financially responsible for 
every tax dollar is a top priority 
for our District. We know this is 
important for our entire community, 
and you can trust that we’ll provide 
regular updates on how we make 
sure we spend every cent in a 
sensible and accountable way. 

Below is a snapshot of our finances.

WHERE A GREAT EDUCATION  
IS A SMART INVESTMENT 
We know the value of a dollar, and so we 
also look at our spending per student. 
We want to provide outstanding learning 
experiences for all students, while making 
sure we are conservative in our spending.

YEARLY SPENDING PER STUDENT
SOURCE: ILLINOIS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION, 2016-17

D114 Fox Lake   |  $12,753

State of Illinois  |  $12,973

D76 Diamond Lake  |  $14,173

D33 Emmons  |  $15,971

D35 Grass Lake  |  $18,753



 54% Staff salaries

11% Employee benefits

 8% Professional services

 7% District supplies

 >1% Equipment

 14% Special education tuition

5% Debt

SOURCE: ISBE REPORT CARD 2016-17

PREPARING OUR STUDENTS  
FOR THEIR TOMORROWS
We are thrilled to share that, with  
the start of the 2018-19 school 
year, we will launch two updated 
programs—our Fine Art and STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Art/Architecture, and Mathematics) 
programs. 

Current research shows that there 
are essential skills for our students  
to learn in order to be college or 
career ready:

Digital fluency

Making sense of complexity

Resilience

Critical thinking and logic

Knowledge of other cultures

A global mindset

Knowing that our students need 
these skills at even deeper levels, 
we, as school, have to make sure our 
programming prepares them for the 
future. Please read on about our  
first two new steps...

Bringing back Fine Arts to Lotus! 
Due to prior budget cuts, the Fine Arts program had 
been eliminated at Lotus. Given strategic financial 
planning along with grant writing efforts, we are happy 
to report that we are able to reinstitute Fine Arts for all 
of our students at Lotus. 

In addition to classroom art activities, Lotus students 
will also have a daily Fine Arts class to explore, learn, 
and create. Through art, we’ll explore other cultures,  
try out new mediums, and work collaboratively.

STEAM programs (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Art/Architecture, and Mathematics) are being offered 
in almost every high-performing school district. 

While District 114 student has had opportunities to 
participate in STEAM learning before and after school, 
we will now launch our STEAM program within the 
school day, so all students have the chance to join  
in the fun and learning! 

While we’re just getting started in this, we’ll grow this  
program together and look forward to broadening  
our learners’ horizons. 

Look for regular updates in upcoming editions of this 
newsletter and via social media (see our links on the  
front page of this newsletter.) 
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Launching STEAM programs at Lotus and Stanton
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CELEBRATING THE EXTENDED SCHOOL YEAR
This summer, over 50 students participated in the 
Extended School Year program. We are so proud to offer 
summer learning experiences for our early childhood 
students and those who need an extra “boost” during  
the summer to make sure they keep the skills they learn 
during the school year to start the fall ready to go.

KEY DATES FOR FALL 2018-19
Mark your calendars for these important events:

SEPTEMBER 
 3 No School (Labor Day)

 14 Pledges Due for Day of Service 

 18 Board of Education Meeting

 28 Day of Service

OCTOBER 
 5 No Student Attendance (Teacher Institute)

 8 No School (Columbus Day) 

 16 PTA Eat out Night 
  Board of Education Meeting

 19 End of First Quarter

 25 Early Release  
  Parent/Teacher Conferences:  
  Lotus 1-8 p.m.; Stanton 2-9 p.m.

 26 No Student Attendance 
  Parent/Teacher Conferences: 8 a.m.-noon               
  Halloween Dance

 31 Halloween Parade/Parties

NOVEMBER
 7 End of Trimester 1: Kindy & 1st Grade

 12-16 Lotus Book Fair

 15 Lotus Family Reading Night

 20 Board of Education Meeting

 21 Non-Attendance Day

 22 No School (Thanksgiving Day) 

 23  No School (District Holiday) 

 Nov 26-Dec 7 Winter MAP Assessments

 Nov 28-Dec 1 Stanton Book Fair 


